
 Cut or tear paper towels into strips (about 1.5” x 5”) 

 Make a large dot of any color about 2/3 of the way up the 

paper towel 

 Place the strips you have colored in a glass or a jar 

 Add water carefully (about 1/2 inch), making sure that the water 

doesn’t touch the dots you’ve colored 

 The water will travel up the paper towel until it touches the ink -- let 

the paper sit in the jar until it is wet all the way up to the top of the 

paper 

 As the water rises up the paper, the ink will begin to move with the 

water. What do you notice? Are the colors “breaking” apart? Is 

there a difference between the lighter colors and the darker colors 

and how they move on the paper?  

 Chromatography is the process of separating the different 

chemicals in the ink into the individual colors that were mixed to 

make each color. 

EASY CHROMATOGRAPHY YOU WILL NEED: 

 Paper towels, in strips 

 Markers 

 Clear glasses 

 Water 

WHAT IS MY CHILD LEARNING? 

 Experimenting with color and finding out how colors mix together 

enhances curiosity and creativity. 

 Science projects that have a process associated with them help children 

to learn scientific method, to work through a series of steps, and to 

sustain and lengthen focus and attention. 

 Physical Development: Cutting, drawing and pouring develop fine motor 

coordination. 

 Mathematical Development: One way to understand and de-mystify 

helping children build early numeracy skills is to recognize that numeracy is 

as natural a way to describe our world as color is. When we use words that 

enhance  spatial ability (closer, farther, on top of, behind, etc.), when we 

recognize shapes and patterns in our environment, when we quantify by 

counting or subitizing, we are building “mathy” skills and helping children 

get ready for more formal learning. 

 School Readiness: Color recognition, classifying by color and understanding 

which colors mix together to make another color are all school readiness 

skills. 

 

 

PLAY INFUSES JOY 

 Play brings joy to our hearts, our families 

and our world. 

SING A RAINBOW 

Red and yellow and pink and green, 

Purple and orange and blue, 

I can sing a rainbow, sing a rainbow,  

Sing a rainbow too! 

SONG OF THE WEEK 
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