Playing At Home
MAP MAKING

Invite your child to choose a place that is important or

interesting to them.

Talk about what is important about the place they have
chosen. “If you wanted to communicate what is important
about this place, what are some things you would be sure to
includeg”

Introduce the word cartographer (map maker) and talk about
the different reasons someone makes a map (to find your way
around, to record what is there, to show the important things
about a place, etc.) Option: Have some examples of different
maps and the symbols they use to represent different places
and things.

Help your child think about ways to draw and label their map.

Extra Fun: Do some orienting - explain the 4 main points of a
compass (North, South, East, West) and indicate where they
are on the map.

YOU WILL NEED:

e Paper
e Drawing or Writing Materials

e Choose a Location

e An Atlas or other maps would be fun...

SONG OF THE WEEK

THE BEAR WENT OVER THE MOUNTAIN
The bear went *over the mountain (x3)
To see what s/he could see...

(Ask: “What did s/he see2”)
*Under the river
*Through the forest

*Into my house

WHAT IS MY CHILD LEARNING? POWER OF PLAY MESSAGE

Inviting your child to identify an important place and the elements of
why it's important promotes self-esteem, confidence, communication
skills, appreciation and self-awareness.

Learning new words and skills by initiating a simple project builds
vocabulary, abstract thinking and eye to hand coordination.

Mathematical Development: Spatial reasoning has been identified as
one of the most important predictors of mathematical understanding.
By helping children represent their environment on a map, you are
giving them a way to notice and record where things are in
relationship to each other and increase their spatial awareness and

reasoning.

Cognitive Development: Sharing different maps and cartography
symbols supports symbolic reasoning and understanding.

Some Storybooks about Maps & Mapping
e Henry’s Map by David Elliot
e Quest by Aaron Becker
e There’s AMap On My Lap by Trish Rabe

e Treasure by Suzanne Bloom

PLAY CONNECTS YOU & YOUR CHILD

e When you play with your child, they feel
valued.

e Playing together provides a view of the
world through your child’s eyes.
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