
Go on a hunt to find shapes that are 
hiding in plain sight. Then, practice 
using only geometric shapes to create 
a collage based on one of your finds.
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Once you have your sketch, turn it into a 
collage! 

Cut or rip paper into the shapes that you used 
in your sketch. 

Paste them on top of your drawing, or on a 
new sheet of paper, to create a geometric 
collage. 

Collage it!

Hunt for shapes! 
Look for shapes at home or in your 
neighborhood. 

Try using a paper towel tube as your spotter.  
A narrow view makes it easier to see one 
shape at a time. Use the chart on page two 
to keep track of your finds. 

Choose something you spotted in your 
shape hunt.

Look closely - what other shapes do 
you see? Try to find as many geometric 
shapes in the object as you can. 
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Draw your scape
Draw your object using only geometric shapes. 
You will have to make some tough choices! 

Identifying the most basic shapes or units that 
make up an object is called abstraction. 

Breaking something down into smaller parts or 
steps is an important skill in art and math alike!  
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Finding Math 
MATERIALS
Shape Spotter: Paper towel tube 

Shape Scape: Paper, pencil, crayons 
  or makers, scissors, glue  

 

 
Follow @Finding_Math on Instagram modules.ilabs.uw.edu 
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oval

triangle

square

rectangle

parallelogram

trapezoid

pentagon

hexagon

octagon

Use this chart to keep track of the shapes you find. How many of each can you find?

 

 
Follow @Finding_Math on Instagram modules.ilabs.uw.edu 
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Paper towel tube, paper to write and draw on
pencil, crayons or makers
construction, or other colorful paper, scissors glue  

Finding Math 

 

 
Follow @Finding_Math on Instagram modules.ilabs.uw.edu 
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Facilitation: 
Turning the drawing into a collage helps children think 
about shapes in multiple ways. After finding and drawing 
shapes, now they are going to create shapes using paper. 
You can draw the shapes on construction paper first or cut 
the shape free form. If cutting it too tricky, try ripping the 
paper or or an adult can do the cutting. Then, work 
together to glue the pieces down. How does your collage 
compare to the object? For inspiration, find paintings by 
artists like Mavis Pusey and Henri Matisse who often used 
basic shapes in their work. 

Collage it!

Hunt for shapes 
Facilitation: 
This activity helps children recognize the shapes that are 
part of their everyday life. Children are often more familiar 
recognizing simple shape drawings, so this activity can be 
tricky at first. Using the shape spotter helps focus a childʼs 
view, making it easier to spot shapes! Encourage the child 
to make a mark on a chart each time they see a shape. 
How many of each shape did you find? What shape did 
you spot the most? What shapes are harder to find? 

Facilitation: 
Together, pick something you saw during the shape hunt 
that is made up of multiple shapes. Maybe a couch, or a 
flowerpot, or a teddy bear. Ask the child what shapes they 
see. Use the chart of shapes to help remind you of different 
types of shapes. 

Draw your scape
Facilitation: 
In this activity, children (and adults!) practice abstraction - 
looking at a more complex object and breaking it down 
into simpler components. This is a key problem-solving skill. 
Artists use this technique too, sketching the basic shapes 
they see. To draw the object only using geometric shapes, 
you may have to convert some more complex shapes into 
simpler ones. Use the chart again to see which geometric 
shape is the most similar to a more complex shape you are 
trying to represent.   

This activity is designed to help children:
•practice recognizing shapes
•compare shapes
•work on counting 

•use a chart
•practice abstraction, or breaking something 
  down into simpler components 

Instructions: 
Look for shapes at home or in 
your neighborhood. Try using a 
paper towel tube as your spotter.  
A narrow view makes it easier to 
see one shape at a time. Use the 
chart on page two to keep track 
of your finds. 

Instructions: 
Choose something you spotted in 
your shape hunt. Look closely - 
what other shapes do you see? 
Try to find as many geometric 
shapes in the object as you can. 

Instructions: 
Draw your object using only 
geometric shapes. You will have 
to make some tough choices! 
Identifying the most basic shapes 
or units that make up an object is 
called abstraction. Breaking 
something down into smaller 
parts or steps is an important skill 
in art and math alike! 

Instructions: 
Once you have your sketch, turn 
it into a collage! Cut or rip paper 
into the shapes that you used in 
your sketch. Paste them on top of 
your drawing, or on a new sheet 
of paper, to create a geometric 
collage. 


