
 Have a conversation about favorite animals or animals that 

your child really likes. Think about and/or research where 

they live, what they like to eat, etc. 

 Ask your child to imagine what your family would look like, 

where they would be, etc. if you were a family of that kind of 

animal. 

 Provide materials to make a family portrait, using your 

conversation and imaginings as a jumping off point to make 

an animal family portrait. 

 Option: Does everyone in the family have to be the same 

kind of animal? What would it look like if each family 

member chose their favorite animal and a picture was drawn 

of that family makeup? What kinds of adaptations would 

need to be made if everyone in the family was a different kind 

of animal? What would your family eat? Where would they 

live? 

ANIMAL FAMILY PORTRAITS 
Art Materials 

Paper 

 

WHAT IS MY CHILD LEARNING? 

 This activity provides a rich cognitive opportunity to think about a 

relatively simple idea (what is your favorite animal?) and expand it 

out to include research, imagination, creativity, problem solving, etc. 

 As a conversation starter, this is a way to think about families; does 

everyone have to be the same? What are some ways that people 

have to adapt and change in order to help each other in a family? 

What are some things your family likes to do together? Go together? 

Eat together?  

 Language and Literacy Development: Conversations with your 

preschooler helps develop vocabulary and fluency. Researching 

about animals and reading together promotes literacy. Bringing 

those things together into an engaging activity supports connections 

and comprehension. 

 Physical Development: Art projects help children gain control and 

mastery of their eye to hand coordination.  

 Cognitive Development: Imagining what your family would be like as 

an animal family helps children to think symbolically and 

imaginatively. 

 

PLAY CONNECTS YOU AND YOUR 

CHILD 

 When you play with your child, they feel 

valued. 

 Play provides a view of the world through 

your child’s eyes. 

I WENT TO THE ZOO 

I went to the zoo, and what did I see? 

I saw a *tiger lookin’ at me 

And the tiger said, “RAWWR” 

And I said, “I love, I love the animals at the 

zoo!” 

*Choose lots of different animals & noises 

SONG OF THE WEEK 

YOU WILL NEED: 


