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A Proclamation of the Pierce County Council and County Executive Recognizing the 
Rights of Children and Youth and Proclaiming Pierce County, Washington a 

Child and Youth-Centered Community 

Whereas, the Pierce County Council is committed to fulfilling the rights of all children and youth in the 
County; and 

Whereas, every child and youth deserve a safe, supportive, and inclusive environment that nurtures their 
well-being, happiness, and potential; and 

Whereas, in 2014, Greentrike, a nonprofit that advocates for and models equitable access to playful 
experiences for children, youth, and families, hosted its first annual Symposium with the goal of engaging, 
provoking, and inspiring attendees to consider what a child and youth centered community could be; and 

Whereas, at the 2019 annual Symposium, an advisory committee made up of more than 30 cross-sector 
partners recognized that the idea of child and youth centered communities had taken root and blossomed, as 
evidenced in community support for: the Children's Museums of Tacoma and Joint Base Lewis-McChord -
featuring a first of its kind donation-based admission model known as 'Pay As You Will' - Play to Learn Pierce 
County that is facilitated in partnership with the Pierce County Library System and Metro Parks Tacoma, Preschool 
Powered by Play, Cares Kits, and the Monarch Diaper Bank; and 

Whereas, out of that symposium came the realization and decision that it was time to start thinking about 
action and measurement that included sustained investments and policy decisions that included children and youth 
in the decision-making process; and 

Whereas, since that time, the Pierce County Council and Greentrike have been working together with 
community leaders from various sectors on a movement to create a nurturing environment where all children and 
youth in Pierce County flourish, which is called Child and Youth Centered Pierce County; and 

Whereas, one of the initiatives created from that was the Summer Teen Late Night Program, a pilot 
program that hosted drop-in events and activities from 5 to 10 p.m. most summer nights in a variety of locations for 
6th to 11th graders to hang out, get dinner and just enjoy the company of others. Since then, community partners 
have come together to continue the event in summer 2024; and 

Whereas, many local leaders from across the county stand with Greentrike to make Pierce County a great 
place to grow up through tangible investments and policies that improve the safety and quality of life of our young 
people; Now, Therefore, 

BE IT PROCLAIMED on this 26th day of April 2024 by the Pierce County Council and County Executive 
that Pierce County affirms its commitment to fulfilling the rights of children and youth by creating safe, inclusive, 
and accessible spaces where children and youth can play, learn, grow, and thrive; actively seeking input from 
children and youth in decision-making processes that affect their lives. 

Bruce F. Dammeier, County Executive 
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