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In 2020-2021, while facing many challenges 
associated with the COVID-19 pandemic, 

Greentrike was gratefully able to serve 7,278 
total Play to Learn attendees through 175 
virtual Play to Learn classes. Virtual Play to 
Learn had an average of 39 attendees per class 
while supporting children and families staying 
at home due to COVID restrictions. The 
pandemic spurred Greentrike to imagine new 
and innovative ways to continue reaching our 
community. In June 2020, we began testing our 
first “Virtual Play to Learn” programming, and 
continued to refine and add new expressions 
of Play to Learn throughout the year which 
allowed participants to remain safe in their own 

residences. As part of the burgeoning Virtual 
Play to Learn program, Greentrike developed 
Pajama Play to Learn evening programs as 
well as Family STEAM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Arts, & Math) Nights which have 
taken place monthly since summer 2020 in our 
virtual space. Through Family STEAM Nights, 
children preK-3rd grade and their families 
explore the convergence of math, science, and 
the arts through games, music, and visual art 
activities.

A Year of Growth, 
Creativity, and Flexibility 

2020-2021 Funders: 

Play to Learn was sponsored by: The Boeing Company, Graduate Tacoma, 
Institute of Museum and Library Services, Nordstrom, RealNetworks 
Foundation, Safeco Insurance Foundation, Tacoma Creates, and William 
Kilworth Foundation.

With support from: Baker Foundation, BNSF Railway Foundation, Elizabeth 
A. Lynn Foundation, Florence B. Kilworth Foundation, HopeSparks Family 
Services, Greater Tacoma Community Foundation, Horizons Foundation, 
International Paper, Jordan Fund, Spouses Club of Lewis McChord, MultiCare 
Health System, Niagara Bottling Company, Nisqually Indian Tribe, Puyallup 
Tribe Charity Trust Board, Rite Aid Foundation, Washington Federal, Wells 
Fargo Foundation, and Umpqua Bank.

Annual Report 2020 - 2021

Since the inception of Play to Learn 
in 2008, more than 177,000 people 

across Pierce County have participated 
in the donation-based, drop-in program 
that recognizes play as a child’s natural 
medium for learning, supports school 
readiness, and strengthens family 
connections. In 2020-2021, Play to Learn 
Pierce County impacted 7,278 children and 
the adults who nurture them with playful 
learning. This year was challenging for us 
all regarding what it means to be flexible, 
compassionate, and truly caring of one 
another, and we are so very grateful to 
everyone who made this Play to Learn year 
a tremendous success! 

“Thank you so much for 
hosting a virtual circle 

time. I have really struggled 
finding ways for my young 
kids to engage with other 
kids, and something that 
asked them to physically 

participate versus just 
watching something on 
a screen. The request to 
physically respond and 
engage is really, really 
helpful for virtual stuff 

for little kiddos right now. 
Thank you!”



While the 2020-2021 Play to Learn year 
was undoubtedly different, positive 

participant impact and response is consistent 
with previous years. 97% of participants agreed 
that the Play to Learn program helped them 
engage their child in learning at home, while 
98% of participants shared that they became 
more confident as a parent/caregiver. 100% 
of participants agreed that they were more 
enthusiastic about playing with their child 
due to the influence of the program, while 

94% stated that Play to Learn increased their 
family’s connections with other families. 
One parent wrote, “Thank you so much for 
facilitating this! I know that Zoom can be 
tricky, especially with muting and unmuting, 
but I personally really appreciated that the 
kids could make noise and share. It was more 
like a real in-person Play to Learn, and I know 
my three year old really really loved that you 
could hear her. We deeply value this online 
programming.”

Classes
Number of classes

Number of hours

Participants
Adults

Children

Since 2008
4,565

6,849

Since 2008
79,589

97,598

2020-2021
175

131.25

2020-2021
3,097

4,181

Survey responses demonstrated that 95% 
of participants experienced an increase 

in knowledge of parenting/caregiving and 
child development around what to expect 
from their child at different ages. 96% of 
participants said that Play to Learn helped 
them engage their child in learning at home, 
and 98% of participants said they became 
more confident as a parent/caregiver due to 
the program. As we have grown our program 

focus on early numeracy, we are overjoyed that 
90% of parents shared that they engaged their 
child(ren) in math discussions in daily life, and 
99% said Play to Learn helped them to engage 
their child(ren) in activities to build math 
skills.  One consistent attendee raved, “My 
daughter has a sensory processing disorder 
and this class has been instrumental in helping 
her develop communication and social skills!”

Over the past year, 100% of participants 
stated that the Virtual Play to Learn 

program increased and/or sustained their 
child’s early learning skills, while 100% of 
participants agreed that the program gave 
them more strategies to help their child(ren) 
learn at home. 98% of caregivers stated that 
the program helped to ease some challenges 
their family was facing due to the  COVID-19 
pandemic. We were grateful to receive the 
following parent comment during the past 
year: “I just wanted to thank you for all of the 
important work you are doing. Now more than 
ever we look forward to attending Play to Learn 

each week as it gives us a little semblance of 
interaction with the outside world. So, thank 
you!! The work you and others are doing is not 
going unnoticed.” 

Greentrike is immensely grateful to have 
been able to come alongside our Play to Learn 
children and families during one of the most 
challenging years in recent history. Our Play 
to Learn teachers and staff are truly thankful 
for each child and caregiver who took part in 
last year’s program, as well as everyone who 
supported this program. Thank you!
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