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Play to Learn is a free program for 
children and adults to play and learn 
together, offered at community locations 
throughout Pierce County. Play to Learn 
is for parents, grandparents, neighbors, 
family, and friends who nurture children 
ages six and under. Thematic curriculum 
invites individual play, fun group activities, 
songs, and a whole group circle time for 
children and adults to enjoy together.

During the 2023-2024 program year, we 
continued to rebuild the program to pre-
pandemic numbers in both participant 
attendance and number of site locations 
and classes. As class sizes increased, we 
expanded to Tacoma Public Library: Fern 
Hill Branch and returned to the Parkland-
Spanaway Library. Class sizes have also 
grown to match pre-pandemic attendance 
numbers.

Program Overview



Supporting kindergarten transition and positive early 
school experiences
93% of child participants built skills they will need in school
95% of caregivers said Play to Learn helped their child prepare to transition 

successfully into kindergarten

Building connections between children and families
98% reported Play to Learn helped their child develop relationships with other 

children and adults
76% said they learned caregiving ideas from other participants
100% felt a comfortable sense of belonging at Play to Learn

Filling a gap in community programming
Only 44% said they could afford the $15-$30 similar programs charge per class
Only 56% reported attending other early learning programs in the past year

Program Goals and Impact

“Play to Learn has been a staple to my children’s 
development and social/school preparation.” — Participant

“It’s just as much for parents to 
connect as it is for kids. I had bad 
postpartum depression  and this group 
has been a great support.”
— Participant
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Other Participant Characteristics
Special Needs: 3.2%

Limited English: 1.9%

Immigrant/Refugee: 2.3%

Military Affiliation: 21%

Since 2008
5,234

7,851

Since 2008
37,878 (19%)

163,841 (81%)

73,550 (45%)

94,071 (55%)

201,719

2023 – 2024
330

495

2023 – 2024
2,276 (18%)

10,370 (82%)

5,573 (44%)

7,073 (56%)

12,646

Demographics

Service Statistics

“This is an invaluable 
program for social and 
developmental growth!” 
— Participant



2023 – 2024 Funders and Partners 
MANY THANKS TO PLAY TO LEARN PIERCE COUNTY SUPPORTERS!

Play to Learn Pierce County is Presented by:
The Boeing Company, Safeco Insurance Fund, and The City of Tacoma - Tacoma Creates

With support from:
Baker Foundation, Ball Corporation, June and Julian Foss Foundation, Horizons Foundation, Florence B. 
Kilworth Foundation, MultiCare Health System, Nisqually Tribe, Pierce County Arts Commission, Spouses 
Club of Lewis McChord, Tulalip Tribes Cares Fund, Tacoma Public Utilities, and Washington Federal

Presented in Partnership with:
Asia Pacific Cultural Center, A Step Ahead Pierce County, Bryant Neighborhood Center, Henry T. Schatz 
Boys and Girls Club, Joint Base Lewis-McChord, Pierce County Libraries, Puyallup Public Library, Tacoma 
Housing Authority, Tacoma Public Libraries, and Zeno

2023 – 2024 Sites
A Step Ahead Pierce County
Asia Pacific Cultural Center
Bryant Neighborhood Center
Children’s Museum at JBLM
Henry T. Schatz Boys and Girls Club
Parkland Spanaway Library*
Puyallup Public Library**
Tacoma Housing Authority: Salishan
Tacoma Public Library: Swasey Branch**
Tacoma Public Library: Fern Hill Branch*
* = expansion site in 2023-2024
** = morning & afternoon classes

“Play to Learn has helped us provide more early literacy programs, increased 
our ability to offer more out of school learning opportunities, and provided 
connections for us to grow alliances with educational partners. As a result of 
Greentrike programs, families that did not previously attend library programs 
have been exposed to all of the library’s offerings, and our attendance at other 
programs has increased.” — Program Partner


