Play to liearn ‘A
Annual Report 2024 - 2025

A Year of Connection, Learning, and Play

Play to Learn is a free, hands-on program
where young children and their grown-ups
— parents, grandparents, neighbors, and
friends — come together to learn, explore,
and grow through play. Designed for
families with children ages six and under,
the program takes place at welcoming
neighborhood locations across Pierce
County and features themed activities,
imaginative play, music, and shared circle
time, all sparking joy and connection.

In the 2024-2025 program year, we proudly
expanded our reach by launching a new
site at Evergreen Elementary School in

the Peninsula School District. We also
introduced Monarch on the Go, a mobile
diaper bank that distributed more than

20,000 diapers to approximately 560 Play
to Learn families, helping to ease a basic
need so caregivers can focus more fully on
engaging with their children.

Throughout the year, our instructors
remained focused on nurturing
relationships and building foundational
skills. Families overwhelmingly described
their experiences as positive, citing

the program’s inclusive and inviting
atmosphere, the warmth and dedication of
our staff, the meaningful impact on their
children’s development, and the strong
sense of community that Play to Learn
inspires.
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Program Goals and Impact

Supporting kindergarten
transition and positive early school
experiences

95% agreed Play to Learn helped their
child build critical social emotional

skills

93% of caregivers said Play to Learn will
help their child prepare to transition
successfully into kindergarten

It is THE single most valuable
resource for my kids in

terms of learning, classroom
expectations, and socializing.

— Participant

Building supportive & welcoming
communities

70% said they frequently share caregiving

ideas, stories, or suggestions with other

participants

72% learned new caregiving ideas from
others at Play to Learn

99% felt a comfortable sense of
belonging at Play to Learn

They’ve taken the time to learn
about us, our family & share
resources. It’s a place to feel

safe in all areas - physically,
emotionally, mentally.

— Participant

Increasing access to early learning
programming

Only 26% said they could regularly afford
the $15-$30 similar programs charge
per class

Only 47% reported regularly attending
other early learning programs in the
past year

Without Play to Learn, we would
be missing out on so much early
learning.

— Participant




Demographics
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Service Statistics

Classes 2024 — 2025
Number of Classes 384
Number of Hours 576
Participants 2024 — 2025
New 1,879 (14%)
Repeat 11,944 (86%)
Adults 6,146 (44%)
Children 7,677 (56%)
Total Participants 13,823

Since 2008
5,618

8,427

Since 2008
36,812 (17%)
178,670 (83%)
94,765 (44%)
120,717 (56%)
215,482

Other Participant Characteristics
Special Needs: 5%

Limited English: 6%
Immigrant/Refugee: 3.2%

Military Affiliation: 20%

We had a new baby this fall and I felt very overwhelmed providing good
play/learning time for my two older kids with a newborn. Play to Learn

was life saving!

— Participant




2024 — 2025 Sites

A Step Ahead Pierce County - Henry T. Schatz Boys and Girls Club
Asia Pacific Cultural Center +  Parkland Spanaway Library
Bryant Neighborhood Center +  Puyallup Public Library™*
Children’s Museum at Joint Base Lewis- - Tacoma Housing Authority: Salishan
McChord +  Tacoma Public Library: Swasey Branch**
Evergreen Elementary School, Peninsula School . Tacoma Public Library: Fern Hill Branch*
District™

* = expansion site in 2024-2025 ** = morning & afternoon classes
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2024 — 2025 Funders and Partners
MANY THANKS TO PLAY TO LEARN PIERCE COUNTY SUPPORTERS!

Play to Learn Pierce County is presented by:

e Co,
4@0 "o‘,L
@_ﬂﬂflﬂa % Liberty Mutual. MEDINA : : @ K
INSURANCE FOUNDATION B Tacoma TACOMA

474NsER“\°Q?
With support from:

Baker Foundation, Ball Corporation, Columbia Bank, June and Julian Foss Foundation, The Jordan Fund, Florence B. Kilworth
Foundation, MultiCare Health System, Niagara Bottling, Nisqually Tribe, Pierce County Arts Commission, Puyallup Tribe of
Indians, Spouses Club of Lewis McChord, Tulalip Tribes Cares Fund, and William Kilworth Foundation.

Presented in partnership with:

A Step Ahead in Pierce County, Asia Pacific Cultural Center, Bryant Neighborhood Center, Henry T. Schatz Boys and Girls Club,
HopeSparks, Joint Base Lewis-McChord, Lindquist Dental, Peninsula School District, Pierce County Library System, Puyallup
Public Library, Tacoma Housing Authority, Tacoma Public Libraries, Tacoma Tree Foundation, Tom Taylor Family YMCA, and
Zeno.




